City of Brno
Brno, the second largest city of the Czech Republic, represents political, cultural and industrial
heart of South Moravian Region, renowned for its folklore, wine, good natured people and
picturesque sun-bathed landscape. Something over 205 km from Prague (and nearly 150 from
Vienna) Brno offers all the cosy smaller town atmosphere and at the same time all the glamour
of the local metropolis. It is city rich in history, architecture and gastronomy, its universities and
research centres are welcoming students and specialists from all over the world. It is regularly
mentioned on the top positions whenever comes to evaluate safety on the streets and quality
of living in the Czech Republic. For more details you can see the city web site:
https://www.brno.cz/en or https://www.gotobrno.cz/en/
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History
The Brno history dates well back into the prehistoric times.
In 11th century there was a castle established by local branch
of Přemyslid dynasty as future center of Margraviate of
Moravia, in 1243 it was granted the city privileges by the King
and thus it was recognized a royal city dominated by the new

Statue of Gregor Mendel, St Thomas’s Abbey, (author: Theodor Charlemont)

city fortress, the Špilberk Castle (https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/%C5%A0pilberk_Castle).
Probably the most famous representative of the

adversaries Alexander of Russia and Holy Roman Emperor

Přemyslid royal dynasty was Jobst of Moravia (https://

Francis II. in so called Battle of Three Emperors (https://

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jobst_of_Moravia), Margrave

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Austerlitz). In 1839 the first

of Moravian region in the period of 1375-1411. His rule

train arrived to Brno from Vienna as the messenger of new era

was only recently commemorated by the 8 metres

of steam. Also; the first, horsecar service started to operate

high equestrian statue (https://cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/

in Brno as a predecessor of tram transportation, while Gregor

Jo%C5%A1t_Moravsk%C3%BD#/media/Soubor:Brno,_

Mendel conducted his ground-breaking experiments in the

Moravsk%C3%A9_n%C3%A1m%C4%9Bst%C3%AD_-_

field of genetics at Brno St. Thomas Abbey in 1850s (https://

jezdeck%C3%A1_socha_Jo%C5%A1ta_v_noci_(8264).jpg)

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Thomas%27s_Abbey,_Brno). On

erected on the plaza adjoining his resting place in the Church

the turn of 19th and 20th centuries Brno, now one of the Czech

of St. Thomas in Brno centre. During 17 century Thirty

leading centres of textile and engineering, profited from the

Years War the city was famously sieged by Swedish Army for

vivid mixture of Czech, German and Jewish culture, which was

several months - and remained unconquered! Yet another

mercilessly ended by the World War II. followed by communistic

significant battle was fought near Austerlitz, smaller town

regime. Only after the Velvet Revolution Brno retained its

in the vicinity of Brno in 1812 – Napoleon defeated his royal

originality, creativity and decent part of its bohemian glamour.

th
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Historical Monuments
Brno colourful history is reflected by the number of its

pedestrian zone, is dominated by the Barroque fontain called

monuments dating to medieval times, they are mostly situated

Parnas in close vicinity of Reduta Theatre (https://en.wikipedia.

in the city centre in the comfortable walking distances.

org/wiki/Reduta_Theatre), the place where 11 years old

You may admire the gorgeous St. James Church (https://

Mozart shortly performed whilst escaping the Vienna smallpox

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_St._James_(Brno)) built

epidemics in 1767. This event was commemorated both by

in the late Gothic style. It will lead you to the Freedom Square

the plaque and somewhat avant-garde statue. In the sunny

(Náměstí Svobody) one of the pulsing hearts of the city with

day there is also always Lužánky or Augarten Park (https://

array of historical, neo-historical or modern building. The

cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lu%C5%BE%C3%A1nky), the oldest

courageous visitor can visit also the unique Brno Ossuary

public park in Czech Republic founded in 1756. The numerous

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brno_Ossuary), the second

Art Nouveau buildings are perhaps best represented by Villa

largest ossuary in Europe, rediscovered and re-opened only

Löw-Beer (https://www.vilalowbeer.cz/en), now a museum

recently in the St. James Church neighbourhood. The Baroque

housing the permanent exhibition on Brno bourgeoisie life at

St. Thomas Church (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_

the end of 19th century. The turn of 19th and 20th century and

of_St._Thomas_(Brno) and above all the city dominant

fast pace of city development led to the building of unique

Cathedral of St. Peter and Paul situated on the hill overlooking

water-supply system, so called Underground Reservoirs near

the city center (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cathedral_

locality called Žlutý kopec (https://ticbrno.cz/en/underground/

of_St._Peter_and_Paul,_Brno) are also part of admirable

underground-reservoirs-in-zluty-kopec). The Reservoirs, now

historical heritage. The oldest square of Brno, the Vegetable

disconnected from the local water network, today represent

Market, belonging to the array of smaller plazas lining the main

a magnificent subterranean monument of its own right.

Villa Tugendhat, registered by UNESCO (foto by wikipedia Lehotsky)
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Modern Architecture
The era between the World Wars brought a building boom to

40 professional trade fairs and business conferences held

the city, leaving it with many modern, especially Functionalist

here annually, including International Engineering Fair with

buildings, including iconic Villa Tugendhat (https://

tradition dated to 1959.

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Villa_Tugendhat). It was designed by
architect Ludwig Mies van der Rohe in 1920s for the wealthy

One of the Brno’s more recent addition is somewhat

family of the Jewish industrialist - Fritz Tugendhat. It was

controversial Brno astronomical clock

designated a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 2001.

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brno_astronomical_clock)
and the tallest building in the Czech Republic called

Other functionalist buildings include Avion Hotel and former

The AZ Tower (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AZ_Tower ).

Zeman Café, which is now-a-days Pavillon Restaurant.
The Brno Exhibition Centre (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

For more detailed info on Beno modern architecture

Brno_Exhibition_Centre) complex is the city’s premier

you can see this article:

attraction for international business representatives. Before

(https://brightnomad.net/brno-architecture-design/ )

the COVID pandemics over one million visitors attend over

Gastronomy
When it comes to the question where to eat in Brno, the
options are endless. You can select places preferring the local
specialities like beef steak tartare, served with fresh garlic
and fried or toasted bread, sirloin steak with cream, roasted
pork knee with bread, cabbage, and mustard, or traditional
combination of dumplings, cabbage and meat. This may
include the classic pork, cabbage and dumplings
(so called “Vepřo-knedlo-zelo”) as well as the roast duck/
goose, red cabbage and dumplings (roasted goose is
considered traditional especially in November). But there are
also places focused more on international and modern cuisine.
Here you can see some tips:

International Cuisine

Local Cuisine

Borgo Agnese, Kopečná 43, Brno
https://www.borgoagnese.cz/en/
Open since 2008, the BORGO Agnese restaurant offers

Pegas, Jakubská 120/4, Brno

Mediterranean cuisine with an emphasis on fresh seasonal

https://brnorestauracepivnice.hotelpegas.com/en/

ingredients and products that are often homemade.

Traditional beer brewery and restaurant in the historical

KOISHI, Údolní 11, Brno

building from 14th century.

http://en.koishi.cz/

U Caipla Lokál, Kozí 115/3, Brno

Original and contemporary European cuisine combined with

http://lokal-ucaipla.ambi.cz/en/

Asian Elements.

Classic Czech and Moravian dishes from the fresh ingredients

Pavillon Steak House, Jezuitská 687/6

and carefully treated beer straight from the tanks.

https://pavillonsteakhouse.cz/en/

Kotout na víně – art wine restaurant,

Selected steaks, burgers and homemade fresh pasta in the

Malinovského nám. 653/3

functionalistic building formerly known as Zeman Caffee.

http://www.kohoutnavine.com/

Monte Bú, Údolní 76/532, Brno

The restaurant specialty is coq au vin plus more than 200

https://www.monte-bu.cz/en/

types of wine with a primary emphasis on wines from Moravia,

Exclusive steaks, barbecues and premium American and

Slovakia, Slovenia, Hungary, and Italy.

Mexican cuisine.

Pivnice U Čápa, Obilní trh 10, Brno
https://www.pivnice-ucapa.cz/en/
Founded in 1960 and reconstructed in 2018, the beer
house will please you with its homely atmosphere, the
traditional Moravian and Czech cuisine and Pilsner tank
beer of the highest quality.
U Semináru Inn, Smetanova 30, Brno
http://www.useminaru.cz/index.php
Stylish restaurant with unique atmosphere, Pilsner Urquell
beer on tap and traditional Astro-Hungarian inspired cuisine.

Bars and Cafés
Super Panda Circus Bar, Šilingrovo nám. 3, Brno
https://www.superpandacircus.cz/en/
Café Podnebí, Údolní 5, Brno
http://www.podnebi.cz/home/
Momenta Café, Zelný trh 314/2, Brno
https://www.cafe-momenta.cz/
7 Hříchů (7 sins) Bar, Jakubská 124/7
https://www.7hrichu.com/

Galerie Vaňkovka

Shopping
Brno has a great variety of shopping opportunities – from
little boutiques and specialized shops to large shopping malls
containing everything you may ever need. Several large malls
are situated right in the centre of town, so take a walk and
enjoy both shopping and cultural attractions.
Bohemia Crystal, Česká 28b, Brno
https://www.crystalporcelan.cz/
Czech Republic is renowned for bohemian crystal, and this
small but well-stocked shop is the place to get some genuine,
reasonably priced pieces. They also sell traditionally decorated
Czech porcelain, which makes for good souvenirs as well.
Olomoucké tvarůžky – Gourmet Shop, Rašínova 4, Brno
https://www.tvaruzky.cz/?lang=en
Find typically Czech food specialities to bring home - or to
taste locally - at this gourmet shop in the centre of Brno.
“Olomoucké tvarůžky” is the name of a must-try typical rustic
cheese which has been produced in the region from the 15h
century, and it’s the main focus of the shop; however, you will
find plenty of other local delicacies.

Velký Špalíček, Mečová 2, Brno
http://www.velkyspalicek.cz/cz/
The Velký Špalíček complex hosts countless stores in different
sectors such as gastronomy, fashion, jewellery, perfumery and
much more. This shopping mall also offers several restaurants,
bars and a multiplex cinema.
Galerie Vaňkovka, Ve Vaňkovce 1, Brno
https://www.galerie-vankovka.cz/en/
The shopping and cultural centre Galerie Vaňkovka is located
between the railway and bus station, on the edge of the town
centre, and it comprises 130 stores, restaurants and cafés.
It’s open seven days a week, so pay a visit whenever you want,
whatever you need!

Saint Anthony Chapel

Mikulov

Wine cellar

Mikulov - Saint Hill

SOUTH MORAVIA REGION
https://www.jizni-morava.cz/en

The region situated on the southernmost part of Czech

Mikulov (https://www.amazingczechia.com/destinations/

Republic bordering with Slovakia and Austria represent a yin

mikulov/), historical centres of Olomouc (https://en.wikipedia.

to Bohemian yang. While Bohemians love beer, Moravians

org/wiki/Olomouc) and Znojmo (https://en.wikipedia.

prefer wine – but they are also fully capable to produce praised

org/wiki/Znojmo) and above all the flag ship of the South

beer specials. For its picturesque undulating landscape full

Moravia Region – Lednice-Valtice Cultural Landscape,

of vineyards, it is sometimes called Moravian Tuscany. The

registered as the UNESCO’s World Heritage site since 1996.

region was inhabited from the Palaeolithic period, the oldest

More praise for the South Moravian region you can find

archaeological finds are 24 000 or even 27 000 years old. Its

even in the New York Times article: https://www.nytimes.

long and rich history is represented by its numerous historical

com/2011/09/25/travel/in-the-czech-republic-moravia-

cities and sights concentrated on relatively small area. The most

and-its-castles.html?fbclid=IwAR0-6vIQne3b-fet8QkbOkb_

attractive and breathtakingly beautiful amongst them are:

G7EpjVh6Rl9FJzQcOF9YyD6dpj84yHOd0Og&pagewanted=all

Lednice Castle, registered by UNESCO

Valtice Castle

Lednice-Valtice
Cultural Landscape

Moravian Karst

https://www.amazingczechia.com/destinations/
lednice-valtice/
The history of this unique complex of monuments and
cultivated landscape dates back to the 13th century, when
the House of Liechtenstein acquired a castle in Lednice
(https://www.visitczechrepublic.com/en-US/Things-to-Do/
Places/Landmarks/UNESCO/t-lednice). It is the same family
which rules over the Principality of Liechtenstein up till today.
However, it was only in the 17th century that the Liechtensteins
started their impressive project of transforming their Moravian
properties into a large park. This process was ongoing until

https://www.visitczechrepublic.com/en-US/Things-to-Do/
Places/Nature/Caves/c-punkva-caves
The Moravian Karst, the biggest and most significant karst
region in the Czech Republic, is a protected nature reserve
to the north of Brno, near the town of Blansko. Its attractions
include several subterranean areas, with the greatest interest
traditionally being in the Punkva Caves, where, apart from
cathedrals of stalagmites and stalactites, you can also visit
the bottom of Macocha Abyss (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Macocha_Gorge) and take a boat along the subterranean
Punkva River running underground in the Punkva Caves
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Punkva_Caves).

the 20th century. The architecture in the Lednice-Valtice
Cultural Landscape represents a variety of styles. You will find
there Baroque, Neo-Classical, Gothic Revival and even NeoMoorish buildings. After World War II, the park and the buildings
were nationalized, and they are owned by the Czech state
nowadays. The city of Valtice (https://www.zamek-valtice.
cz/en) is more over considered the Moravian capital of wine
(https://www.visitczechrepublic.com/en-US/a9d64ea5-af0a4bfb-8bc1-bf8af90ae7f1/place/t-valtice).
In addition to Wine Salon and several wine collections and
wine restaurants there is also vinicultural museum.
Punkva Caves (foto by wikipedia Jerzy Strzelecki)

